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WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806

For more information on the MRWP Project, please contact:
Matt Hudson, Watershed Action Director, 715822661, hudmattson@yahoo.com
Valerie Damstra, Citizen Involvement Coordinator, 716822669, vodamstra@gmail.com

Bad River Watershed Association
Connecting People, Land, and Water
P.O. Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806
(715) 6822003
www.badriverwatershed.org

Marengo River
Watershed Facts

Size:218 square miles
(139,456 acres)

Location:Ashland and
Bayfield Counties, includ-
ing the towns of Ashland,
Kelly, Gordon, Grand
View, Lincoln, Marengo,
Morse, Namekagon, and
White River.

Tributaries: Brunsweiler
River, Billy, Camp Six,
Hawkins, Morgan,
McCarthy, Silver, Trout-
mere, and Whisky Creeks,
Trout Brook, Spring
Brook, and several other
small unnamed tributaries.

Lakes:Marengo, Mineral,
English, Indian, Coffee,
and Tea Lakes.

Land Use:Forested land
(75%); grassland (16%);
wetlands (4%); agricultural
land (2%); open water
(2%); developed land (les
than 0.5%).
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The Marengo River Watershed is a Special Place.

It is a working landscape that is ‘
used by many to make a living, recreate, B&&
and enjoy for its rural and scenic charactej#
However, like many watersheds, the Ma- i
rengo River Watershed is not without its
problems. Bank erosion and sedimentatio
alter the hydrology of the river and affect
fish habitat. Contaminants such ag. coli
and excess nutrients have been detected
the lower reaches of the riverinvasive
species are getting a footholdsuch as the
sea | amprey that th
bottom, and purple loosestrife taking hold
in wetlands. Fish and wildlife habitat are altered and development is in-
creasing on lake shores and river banks.

The Bad River Watershed Association (BRWA) recognizes that a
diverse coalition of citizens, local governments, and agencies working to-
gether is the way to maintain and improve the health of the land and wa-
ter of the watershed. BRWA is working to bring this coalition together
through the Marengo River Watershed Partnership (MRWP) Project

The goal of the partnership is to develop a Watershed Action
Plan, which will identify projects that should occur to improve water-
shed health, who will do them, and how to pay for them. BRWA will
facilitate this process by working with the partnership to turiplanning
efforts into actionsthat will benefit the Marengo River Watershed and all
those that live, work, and play here.

We invite you to become a part of this exciting partnership
to provide your point of view and project ideas for the future of
the Marengo River Watershed. See inside for ways to participate!

What is a Watershed?

A watershed describes a landscape where all water flows to a central point and joins together, regardl
its beginnings, on its journey towards a common place. A watershed is also a powerful symbol for the
getic connection that brings together people from a wide range of backgrounds and ideals toward a co
purpose. This connection to the water and by the water brings about a powerful sense of ownership a

Funding for the MRWP Project is provided by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundsisin thepsatlmaﬂaoémamsﬂrHFesuhraadItﬁBQNSibi"ty to care for the watershed which provides so many services to us and unites us as a comm

s of
ner-
mon
re-
ity.



There are four ways you can provide your input:
Fill out the enclosed survey form or fill it out online (visit www.badriverwatershed.org)
Call the Marengo River Watershed Partnership hotline (7-8822669) :
Send an email to Valerie Damstra, Citizen Involvement Coordinator, at vodamstra@gmail. corn
Attend at least one of the events listed to meet with MRWP Project staff
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For additional events and details visit www.badriverwatershed.org or cal6BP52669

MRWP Project Partner Meetings

The MRWP Project Partner meetings are where the partnership convenes to actively work on parts of the
Watershed Action Plan. Your input into this process is valuable and all are invited to attend. The next

scheduled meeting of the MRWP Project Partners Tauesday, March %4-6:30pm, at the Ashland Town
Hall in Highbridge Below are scheduled dates for upcoming meetings in 2010.

June 3 Grand View Town Hall, 46:30pm

October 7 Location and time TBD

December 16Location and time TBD

Make Your Mark on the Marengo

MRWP Project staff will be traveling the area with a Marengo River Watershed Map displayome see us
to makeyour mark on the map with your input and project ideas to include in the Watershed Action Plan.

March 2 Learn About Your LandNoodland Owner Class, Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center, Ashland,

6-8pm (see more information on page 3)

March6 o Cof fee and Conversationo¢ -1dam Four Corners Sa
Join us at the Four Corners Saloon anytime betwédda® to see our project display on the MRWP
Project, converse with BRWA staff about the project, fill out a questionnaire to provide your valuable
ideas, and have a cup of coffee on us!

April 10- wild Rivers Chapter of Trout Unlimited fundraiser, Northern Great Lakes Visitor

Center, Ashland

April 13- Learn About Your LandNoodland Owner Class, Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center, Ashland,

6-8pm (see more information on page 3)

April 24- Forest Landowner Workshop, Mellen, 12:3fpm (see more information on page 3)

July 10 Forest Landowner Workshop, Iron River, 12:3@pm (see more information on page 3)

Additional Events

May 80 Get to Know Your Watlpmshedd6é Field Day, 8am

BRWA38s newest volunteer program, the 0Get to KnowW’%)?JHYQNdﬂ@rd&@’&@i'[dbye@aﬁm assessments are a way

The quality of the Marengo River Watershed affects our lives in many ways.

Please take a few minutes to fill out this quick survey to give your point of view on the future of

the Marengo River Watershed, and a chance to win a gift certificate to the Four Corners Saloon!

Please return by mail to:

Want to save a stamp? Fill it out online!

Bad River Watershed Association | Visit www.badriverwatershed.org and go to the Marengo Riv|

P.O. Box 875
Ashland, WI 54806

To be eligible for the

Watershed Partnership Project tab on the side bar
Or, drop it off at one of our events!

drawing, survey must be receikpd! 30 (paper or online)

Also be sure to include your name and a way we can contact you

1. Please check the box(es) to indicate the types of things you do in the watershed or write in your own.
[ ]1fishing [ ]canoeing [ ]logging[ ] ATV/ snowmobiling [ ] Other
[ ]farming [ ] hiking [ ] hunting

2. Please check the box(es) to indicate what your concerns are about the quality of the watershed or write

in your own.
] poor water quality
] degraded fish habitat
] bank erosion
] invasive species

—r———

[
[
[
[

development [ ] Other
flooding

bacteria contamination
drained wetlands

d ] b ed

3. What are your hopes for the watershed?

| oon, Mas on, 9

4. Do you have any ideas for projects that will protect the health of the watershed?

5. Do you have

any other comments, questions,

6. Would you like to continue to receiv®arengo Rifflego keep informed on the MRWP Project (2

times peryear)? [ ]yes |

] no [ 1 by mail [ ] by emalil

7. Would you like to sigrup to receive the Bad River Watershed Association newsletter (4 times per

get out into the stream, learn more about the river and what affects its health, and collect data that we WI||

use to develop projects for the Marengo River Watershed Action Plan. Contact Matt Hudson at 715
6822661 or hudmattson@yahoo.com for more information.

May 15 Spring Wildflower Hike in the Marengo River Valley, Location and time TBD
August 24 Town Leader Summit, Location and time TBD

If yes to one or both of the above, please provide your name, address, and/ or email address below:

Thank you so much for your time!

or

t



Here are some opportunities provided by MRWP Project
: Partners for watershed citizens like you to learn more and
: do more to ensure a healthy Marengo River Watershed

Learn About Your Land

Woodland Owner Classes

Landowners who own forested land can sign up for a
series of six evening classes sponsored by the University of
Wisconsin Extension. The twénour classes begin the first
week in March.

The sessions have a focus on forest management with
water in mind. The topics range from looking at your land in
the larger landscape, forest management planning, manage-
ment options and outcomes, resources for eebaire and land
protection, tree planting and how to provide for wildlife.

The series is being held on Monday nights in Hurley at the
Iron County Courthouse, Tuesday nights in Ashland at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center and
Thursday nights at Solon Springs Community Hall. The cost is $40 for the series.

An internet version of these classes will start March 8. To take part in these online classes, you will
need a high speed internet connection (DSL/Cable recommended), an internet browser, and the ability to
hear sound through computer speakers or headset. To register for the online classes go to
http://uwebe.premierwebplatform.com!/.

Landowners may register for the local classes by calling Ruth Oppedahl B5685 2676 or print-
ing off and sending in the registration form found at theearn About Your Landvebsite:
http://basineducation.uwex.edu/woodland/conference/LAYL/LAYLN.htm

Forest Landowner Worksho@ Tools for Conserving Your Forest

The Bayfield Regional Conservancy and the Living Forest Cooperative through funding from the
Wisconsin Environmental Education Board will be conducting a series of workshops focused on conservation
and stewardship options for woodland landowners. The workshops will provide an educational forum for
woodland landowners to gain information on conservation and stewardship options, voluntary incentive pro-
grams and economic benefits that currently are available through various agencies and organizat@ss.
sions will include presentations by representatives from UBxtension, County Land and Water Conserva-

tion Departments, Natural Resource Conservation Service, Bay-
field Regional Conservancy, Living Forest Cooperative, and local
conservation organizations and landowners among othehs.ad-
dition to presentations, the hakday workshops will offer displays
and educational materials covering conservation activities in the
region.

Locations and dates for the workshops are: Mellen, April
24, 2010 (Ashland County); Poplar, May 15, 2010 (Douglas
County); Hayward, June 26, 2010 (Sawyer County); Iron River,
July 10, 2010 (Bayfield County). The workshops are open to the
public and there is no charge to attend. For more information
please visit the Bayfield Regional Conservancy website:
www.brcland.orgor contact the BRC by emailjason@brcland.org

Assistance for Managing Agricultural Lands

Although about 75% of the Marengo River watershed is forested, much of the northern part of the
watershed is urforested agricultural land. Farmers constantly face the challenge of making a living from
the land while also protecting our natural resources. Environmentally sound management of agricultural
| and is necessary to help protect water quality
oOobottom |l inebo.

There is technical and financial assistance available for
farmers to help them comply with
ricultural performance and manure management, or to enhance
their land for wildlife and water quality benefits, or implement
ot her projects designed to o0Slow the
tershed. The county Land and Water Conservation Departments
(LWCD) and the federal Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) can assist farmers with meeting state regulations while
helping to ensure the viability of the farm.

Farmers with land in Ashland County should contact the
LWCD at 315 Sanborn Ave, Suite 100, Ashland, WI 548065
6827187 If the land is in Bayfield County, contact the LWCD
at P.O. Box 126, Washburn, WI 54897153736167 The
NRCS can be reached at 2014 3$t. West, Ashland, WI 54806
7156829117
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Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring

Have you ever wanted to spend time wading in
streams looking under rocks and logs for bugs and clams?
Do you ever wish that you had access to a chemistry lab
that enabled you to | earn m
you drink or play in? There are opportunities that exist
in the Marengo River Watershed for volunteers to build
a connection with the rivers and habitat of the water-
shed by monitoring water quality throughout the year.

The Bad River Watershed Association (BRWA)
works to promote healthy connections between people
and the natural communities of the watershed by assess-
ing, maintaining and improving watershed integrity for
future generations. A major part of working towards the

fulfill ment of this mission is BRWA®&s water qual
ducted water chemistry monitoring, bacteria monitoring and macroinvertebrate sampling throughout the
over 1000 square miles that comprise the greater Bad River Watershed. Monitoring all three of these as-
pects of water quality helps us gain an understanding of how healthy the watershed is, what things leave
the watershed vulnerable, and how good of a host the watershed is to healthy fish, insect and plant popu-
lations.

BRWA is interested in hearing from you if you would like to donate time or resources for water
guality monitoring. We will train you in everything you need to know in order to have a successful and
rewarding experience in one or all of the three areas of monitoring. We are also always in need of dona-
tions to purchase equipment for our monitoring.
ing, would like to accompany someone as they monitor a site, or would like to make a donation towards
our efforts, please contact Bob Rice by phone a156822003or email at bobrice723@gmail.com



